
PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT OF
PUBLICATION STATE OF FLORIDA COUNTY 
OF CHARLOTTE: 

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared Jill 
Kelli Di Benedetto, who on oath says that she is the Legal 
Advertising Representative of The Daily Sun, a newspaper 
published at Charlotte Harbor in Charlotte County, Florida; 
that the attached copy of advertisement, being a   Legal 
Notice that was published in said newspaper in the issue(s)                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
05/19/26

as well as being posted online at www.yoursun.com and 
www.floridapublicnotices.com.
Affiant further says that the said newspaper is a newspa-
per published at Charlotte Harbor, in said Charlotte County, 
Florida, and that the said newspaper has heretofore been 
continuously published in said Charlotte County, Florida, 
Sarasota County, Florida and DeSoto County, Florida, each 
day and has been entered as periodicals matter at the post 
office in Punta Gorda, in said Charlotte County, Florida, for 
a period of 1 year next preceding the first publication of the 
attached copy of advertisement; and affiant further says that 
he or she has neither paid nor promised any person, firm or 
corporation any discount, rebate, commission or refund for 
the purpose of securing this advertisement for  publication 
in the said newspaper. 

(Signature of Notary Public)

(Signature of Affiant)

Sworn and subscribed before me this 19th day of 
May, 2026

Personally known _X_ OR ___Produced Identification

Description: DMA-23-249

Ad Number: 3989796
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of a heart and abdominal 
transplant program fol-
lowing Hurricane Milton, 
enabling physicians to per-
form 16 lifesaving trans-
plants, including heart, 
liver and kidney proce-
dures,” Sims stated in the 
news release. “During his 
tenure, he also reduced 
nursing and overall work-
force turnover, achieved 
record employee engage-
ment scores, strengthened 
financial performance, and 
improved operating room 
and emergency department 
performance.”

Marchesini began his 

career in Philadelphia as a 
corporate and civil litiga-
tion attorney. Marchesini 
holds a bachelor’s degree 
in economics from Flor-
ida State University, a juris 
doctor from Roger Wil-
liams University School of 
Law, and a master of busi-
ness administration from 
the Fox School of Business 
at Temple University.

Ehrat, who served as 
Fawcett Hospital’s CEO 
since March 2020, and who 
also served as CEO of HCA 
Englewood Hospital, has 
relocated to serve as CEO of 
HCA LewisGale Montgom-
ery Hospital in Virginia, the 
company announced.

Fawcett/from A1

said Lisa Gibbings, vice president of cor-
porate affairs for Metro. “We’re moving 
land (and preparing the site) now and we 
hope to have the first lots ready to build 
on by the end of this year.”

Homes should be ready for purchase 

by the summer of 2027, she said.
The site on CR 769 (Kings Highway) 

will not be a huge boost for DeSoto busi-
nesses that are clustered in Arcadia, but it 
should be a feeder for Charlotte County 
restaurants and businesses in the area.

“The economic impact will be limited,” 
DeSoto County Economic Development 

Director Sondra Guffey said. “But there 
is the chance that community can draw 
some new businesses to open in that area.”

Metro Development Group has been 
around since 2003 and is expanding 
into Hernando and Citrus counties now 
along with its first-ever venture into 
DeSoto.

The company has developed more than 
60,000 lots in 70 master-planned commu-
nities.

Oak Stone amenities will also include a 
restaurant and bar and fitness center.

Its location, 3 miles from Interstate 75 
and a Walmart, Publix and several restau-
rants, is being touted as a plus by Metro.

Houses/from A1

recreational destinations 
throughout the commu-
nity.”

Downtown Wellen has 
become a central point for 
evening gatherings as well.

“Wellen Park appeals to 
people because it offers life-
style options,” Severance 
stated. “Residents enjoy out-
door recreation, vibrant 
social experiences and a 
wide range of home options, 
all within one thoughtfully 
planned community.”

It was most recently 
ranked the No. 8 best-selling 
community in the nation for 
2025 by RCLCO Real Estate 
Advisors along with being 
among Florida’s top-selling 
communities by John Burns 
Research and Consulting, 
the news release stated.

The plan is for, eventu-
ally, 22,500 homes and more 
than 50,000 residents. Cur-
rently, about 10,000 people 
live there.

For more information, 
call 941-960-7805 or visit: 
WellenPark.com

Wellen/from A1

PHOTO PROVIDED/WELLEN PARK

For 10 straight years, Wellen Park has been among Amer-
ica’s top-selling master-planned communities, according 
to a recent news release.

leased from Sarasota 
County for aerial practice 
bombing operations out of 
the Sarasota Army Air Field, 
not the Venice Army Air 
Field, the webpage states.

The focus of the study, 
however, is 162 acres 
around the bullseye, based 
on research showing that 
from the altitude the pilots 
were practicing, more than 
99% of the bombs fell within 
1,500 feet of it.

“The Army set up a tar-
get consisting of three con-
centric rings with a hexago-
nal warning line outside of 
the circles,” it states. “The air 
crews practiced low-level 
dive bombing, dropping 
miniature practice bombs 
at altitudes of 1,500 to 2,500 
feet above the target.”

It noted that the prac-
tice munitions did not have 
explosive materials found in 
“live” munitions.

“They are often filled 
with sand or water or could 
be a solid piece of metal,” it 
stated.

It stated that the Army 
didn’t need the site after 
World War II and leases 
were terminated

“The land is now privately 
owned. Part of the former 
target area has been devel-
oped into a residential com-
munity,” it stated.

At the time an Archives 
Search Report was issued 
on the range in 1997, most 
of the property was owned 
by Taylor Ranch Inc., which 
used it for “sand and topsoil 
production, sod farming, 
and other related agricul-
tural operations,” it states.

The report is signed by 
Danny R. Mardis, identified 
as “Archives Search Report 
Manager for Ordnance and 
Explosives Team.”

It refers to an interview 
with Tom Taylor, former 
owner of Taylor Ranch, in 

which he used a large air 
photo map of the area to 
show where about 10 bombs 
were extracted during exca-
vation work on a borrow pit 
in the same spot as the for-
mer bomb target center.

“He stated the prac-
tice bombs did not have 
explosive fillers,” it states. 

“From his description of the 
bombs, it appears that they 
were 100-pound thin-cased 
practice bombs.”

Although basic chemical 
warfare training was “rou-
tinely” conducted at Ven-
ice Army Air Field, “(n)o 
documentation indicates 
chemical warfare materials 

were dropped on the Venice 
Bombing Range,” it states.

It states there are no 
records of the types of 
explosives or munitions that 
were used.

The colonel at the Sara-
sota Army Air Field issued 
a certificate in 1945 stat-
ing that “a thorough search 

has been made and all unex-
ploded bombs and projec-
tiles have been disposed of” 
and “decontamination has 
been deemed unnecessary.”

A “Certificate of Dedud-
ding” states the range had 
been given “a careful visual 
inspection” and had been 
“cleared of all dangerous 
and/or explosive materi-
als reasonably possible to 
detect and that it did not 
require further dedud-
ding to render safe for pub-
lic use.”

A final inspection report 
issued in 2009 identifies as 
“potential munitions used 
on-site” 100-pound prac-
tice bombs with spotting 
charges, 6-pound incen-
diary bombs and another 

type of incendiary bomb 
that, “while not known to 
have been used at this site, 
has also been included as a 
potential munitions due to 
its similarity of appearance.”

Water and soil sample 
testing didn’t show levels of 
contaminants that would 
be pose an “unreasonable” 
human health or ecologi-
cal risk, it states, so it recom-
mends the site proceed to 
a Remedial Investigation/
Feasibility Study.

It notes, though, that 
there were no wells to be 
tested, and that white phos-
phorous wasn’t included in 
the testing, saying it should 
be part of the RI/FS.

The next study will 
include further searches for 
munitions by towing a dig-
ital metal detector to locate 
buried metallic objects, and 
collecting environmen-
tal samples to test for met-
als and explosives, from 
which to create maps show-
ing the location and amount 
of buried metal, the web-
page states.

The maps will be used in 
digs for metallic objects “to 
determine what they are 
and if they present a poten-
tial hazard,” it states.

The RI/FS report will 
include a plan, to be pre-
sented at a public meet-
ing, with alternatives for 
addressing what, if any-
thing, remains on the site.

“The alternatives can 
range from no further 
action being necessary, to 
educating the public about 
the site, to conducting a 
removal action to search for 
and remove munitions,” it 
states.

For more information, 
and to indicate interest in 
serving on a Restoration 
Advisory Board, if one is 
formed, visit:

saj.usace.army.mil/Ven-
ice

Duds/from A1

SCREEN CAPTURE

The blue line indicates all the land that was leased during World War II for the Venice Bombing Range, while the green 
circle indicates the Munitions Response Site and the yellow circle the outer target ring. The red X is the bullseye, on 
land owned by Main Street Ranchlands LLP, which also owns the property to the north and east. IslandWalk is to the 
west and south.

The three R’s
Although it appears to be very unlikely there 

are remnants of World War II-era munitions 

remaining on the former Venice Bombing 

Range property, the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers offers these safety tips:

• If you are on a Formerly Used Defense Site, 

do not pick up anything that you did not put 

on the ground. Munitions may potentially be 

present. These could be dangerous and may 

not be easily recognizable.

• Never touch, move or disturb something 

you think may be a munition.

• Remember the three R’s of explosive safety:

Recognize — the object you found could be 

dangerous.

Retreat — leave the area without touching 

or moving the object.

Report — call 911 immediately.
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PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE OF INTENTTO CONSIDER

PETITIONNO. DMA-23-249

Site Location Map

/s/
Heather Faust, MMC
City Clerk

Loca\on Map
City of North Port

DMA-23-249

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Planning and Zoning Advisory Board, designated as the Local Planning Agency (LPA), will hold
a public hearing at 9:00 a.m. or shortly thereafter, on Thursday, June 4, 2026, in the City Chambers located at 4970 City Hall
Boulevard, North Port, Florida to consider and act upon Petition No. DMA-23-249.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Commission of the City of North Port will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m.
or shortly thereafter, on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in the City Chambers located at 4970 City Hall Boulevard, North Port, Florida to
consider and act upon Petition No. DMA-23-249.

Development Master Plan Amendment approval to the Tuscola Commons development master plan for a proposed Self
Storage Facility. Located north of Tamiami Trail, east of Tuscola Boulevard, and south of the Cocoplum Waterway, Lot 2, and
Tracts B and D LOWES OF NORTH PORT, according to the map or plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 47, Page(s) 23, of the
Public Records of Sarasota County, Florida, +/- 14.0 acres, Planned Community Development.

Note: Proposed DMA-23-249 (boundary of the area) is depicted on this map.

The documents pertinent to the proposed petition are on file in the Development Services Department, Planning & Zoning
Division for inspection by the public between the hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

All interested parties may attend the hearing and be heard with respect to the proposed Petition.

This public hearing may be continued from time to time.

No stenographic record by a certified court reporter is made of these meetings. If a person decides to appeal any decisions
made with respect to any matter considered at the meeting(s) or hearing(s) noticed herein, he/she will need a record of the
proceedings, and for such purposemay need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes
the testimony and evidence upon which any appeal is to be based.

The North Port City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Special parking is available on the west side of City Hall and the building may
be accessed from the parking area. Persons with hearing difficulties may contact the City Clerk to obtain a hearing device for use
during meetings. Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in
the meeting is asked to submit such a request at least 48 hours before the meeting by contacting the City Clerk’s Office via email
(cityclerk@northportfl.gov), fax (941-429-7008), or telephone (941-429-7270; this telephone voice number can be reached by
persons using TTY/TDD equipment via the Florida Relay Service at 711).
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